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Marchman: The Library and the Library Committee

Dean Robert C. Cotner of John B. Stetson University has accepted appointment as chairman of
the Society’s Library Committee. He has been
awarded a Rosenwald Fellowship and is now on
leave for graduate work at Harvard University
where he will take the degree of Doctor of Philosophy. His dissertation will be a comprehensive
study of the citrus industry in Florida.
THE LIBRARY AND THE LIBRARY COMMITTEE
Watt Marchman, Librarian

President Hanna has recently announced the appointment of a library committee for the general
purpose of assisting the Society’s librarian in “securing and conserving important publications, documents, manuscripts, papers, letters, diaries, and
similar material to be housed in the Florida Historical Society library, and . . . to aid in the building of the collections of the Florida Historical
Society.”
The Society’s library was established in 1902 by
Ex-governor Francis P. Fleming. Henry M. Flagler, the noted developer of the Florida East Coast,
presented the first accession, an invaluable first
edition of Garcilaso de la Vega’s La Florida del Inca
(Lisbona, 1605). Gradually other gifts were received and cared for by the Jacksonville Public Library.
When Arthur T. Williams became president of the
Society in 1921, one of his first undertakings was to
build up the library. He circularized the membership asking for gifts and from time to time personally made generous donations for purchases. Also,
during his presidency (1921-1932) he provided a
home for the library in the Williams building, Jacksonville. Today it is one of the most useful and
valuable general collections on Florida.
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At the present time, however, its contents are only
partially available to our members and other researchers due to the lack of funds for proper preservation of the rarest books, maps, and manuscripts,
and for the complete cataloguing of the collections
in keeping with the standards of library science.
Before his tragic death in 1936, librarian Carl Bohnenberger inaugurated the cataloguing of the library,
but due to lack of funds this project has never been
completed.
In order to meet the most pressing needs for improving the library and developing its usefulness,
a special budget was approved by the board of directors at their meeting in Jacksonville last May,
allowing for the expenditure during the year of
$945, an amount to be secured by diverting a part of
the dues from each contributing membership to the
special Library Fund. It was determined that at
least 90 contributing memberships at $10 ($8 from
each such membership to be credited to the Library
Fund; the balance to go into the general fund for
the publication of the Quarterly and for administrative expenses) would be required before the necessary improvements called for by the budget could
be realized. By September 1st, 44 contributing memberships, making a total of $352.00 for the Library
Fund, have been received.
One of the first activities of the library committee
was to secure the services during August and September of Miss Della Frances Northey, cataloger of
the Union Catalog of Floridiana, who has agreed to
complete the cataloguing of the Society’s various
collections for her expenses only.
Another activity of the committee has been to
negotiate for the purchase of a fireproof safe for
the proper preservation of the Society’s several
hundred valuable manuscripts.
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A project recently undertaken by the committee
is the compilation, with assistance from the Historical Records Survey, of a “Guide to the Manuscript
Collections in the Library of the Florida Historical
Society.”
Members of the library committee appointed by
the president include : Carl G. Alvord, Mountain
Lake, Lake Wales; Kathryn T. Abbey, Florida
State College for Women; Mrs. Elizabeth Swann
Carroll, Fernandina ; Mrs. Frederick C. Cubberly,
Gainesville; Alfred E. Newman, St. Petersburg;
Della F. Northey, cataloger, Union Catalog of Floridiana; Mrs. Roy V. Ott, Ocala; George W. Simons,
Jr., director, Jacksonville Public Library; Mrs. A.
B. Whitman, Orlando; Mrs. A. F. Wilson, Ormond
Beach ; and Gaines R. Wilson, Miami.
RECENT ACCESSIONS TO THE LIBRARY TO THE
FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Florida Health Notes, numerous back files donated by the
Bureau of Health Education, Florida State Board of Health,
Mrs. Carl Bohnenberger, Jacksonville, director.
The Gee Family, by W. J. Fletcher, Washington, D. C. Contains
a chapter on the Florida branch of the family. Presented by the
author.
From Florida to the Far West, by R. E. L. Farmer, Bartow.
Presented by the author.
Biennial Report . . . of the Florida Commission of Game and
Fresh Water Fish. December 31, 1938. Presented by the Commission.
Brinton Memorial Meeting: Report of the Memorial Meeting
held January 16, 1900, . . . in honor of the late Daniel Garrison
Brinton, M. D. (Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society,
1900). Presented by Wyndham Hayward, Winter Park.
Inventory of the County Archives of South Carolina, No. 37Oconee County. Gift of the Historical Records Survey, Columbia,
S. C.
Inventory of the County Archives of Florida, No. 25--Hardee
County. Gift of the Historical Records Survey, Jacksonville, Fla.
Guide to the Manuscript Collections in the Duke University
Library. Prepared by the Historical Records Survey. Gift of the
Survey, Raleigh, N. C.
The following directories were presented by the Sarasota County Chamber of Commerce :-Clearwater, 1937 ; Leesburg and Lake
County, 1924-25 ; Brunswick (Glynn County, Ga.) 1937; St.
Petersburg, 1938; Gainesville, 1934-35; West Palm Beach, 1938;
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Birmingham, Ala., 1938; Orlando, Fla., 1938; Miami, Fla., 1938 ;
Greater Atlanta, Ga., 1938; Columbus, Ga., 1937; Mobile, Ala.,
1938.
Five stereoscopic views of Florida scenes. Presented by Dartmouth College Library, Hanover, N. H.
Message from the President of the United States transmitting
a supplemental Report respecting the causes of the Seminole
Hostilities and the measures taken to suppress them. House
Document No. 271, 24th Cong., 1st Sess., June 3, 1836.
Message from the President of the United States . . . with a
resolution of the Senate in relation to bonds issued by the Territory of Florida. Senate Document, No. 447, 26th Cong., 1st Sess.,
May 7, 1840.
Message from the President of the United States communicating . . . copies of the correspondence between the War Department and Governor Call, concerning the War in Florida. Senate
Document No. 278, 26th Cong., 1st Sess., March 12, 1840.
Private Land Claims of Florida. House Document, No. 169,
20th Cong., 1st Sess., February 7, 1828.
Report of Committee of Claims to whom was referred the
petition of W. G. Bucknor, executor of John J. Bulow, Jr., praying for indemnity for property destroyed by the Seminole Indians.
Senate Document No. 253, 31st Cong., 2d Sess., January 25, 1851.
Report from the Secretary of War . . . transmitting copies of
correspondence relative to the campaign in Florida. Senate Document No. 100, 24th Cong., 2d Sess., January 1837.
Resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Alabama in
relation. to the annexation of part of Florida to that state. House
Document, No. 163, 25th Cong., 2d Sess., February 14, 1838.
Report of the Committee on the Judiciary . . . to which was
referred the memorial of sundry citizens of West Florida . . .
praying for the passage of a law . . . relative to spoliation committed by the American troops in 1814 and 1818 in West Florida.
Senate Document, No. 222, 29th Cong., 2d Sess., March 3, 1847.
Napoleon B. Broward, Candidate for Governor of Florida.
(Reprint, 1938). Gift of Mrs. James M. Carson, Miami.
The Truth About Florida, by Charles D. Fox (New York, 1925).
The Florida Immigrant, Tallahassee, Fla., Vol. I, No. 7, January, 1878. Gift of Mr. H. D. Lohman, Fernandina.
Manual for Intending Settlers and Purchasers of Land in
Florida. (Fernandina Fla., 1883). Gift of Mr. H. D. Lohman,
Fernandina.
Biscayne Bay, Dade Co., Fla., a Complete Manual of Information concerning the climate . . . etc. (Albany, N. Y., 1876). Gift
of Mr. H. D. Lohman, Fernandina.
The Harbor of Fernandina: An Address
by Hon. D. L.
Yulee (Fernandina, 1880). Gift of Mr. H. D. Lohman, Fernandina.
Map of Florida, and the Land Grant of the Florida Southern
Railway, 1887. Gift of Mr. H. D. Lohman, Fernandina.
Statement and Copy of Charter: Gulf Coast and Florida
Peninsula Canal Co. (Fernandina, 1875). Gift of Mr. H. D.
Lohman, Fernandina.
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T HE D R . R OBERTSON MEMORIAL C OMMITTEE

Few of us equal Mr. Charles B. Reynolds in his
interest in Florida’s history and especially that of
St. Augustine, and doubtless none can match the
extent of that interest in time. It has been more
than half a century since the publication of his Old
St. Augustine (1884), a carefully written little
volume which, through several editions, has told two
generations of the established facts in the past of
our ancient city. Mr. Reynolds has continued his
researches through the years in a continuous effort
to place that history upon a solid foundation.
As a member of the publications committee of the
Florida State Historical Society he was associated
with Dr. Robertson, and the chairmanship of our
committee for the Robertson memorial falls naturally upon him. The organization of that committee
and the beginning of its work is told of on a previous
page.
*
*
*
PUBLIC LIBRARIES

OF

FLORIDA

A main purpose of the Florida Historical Society
is to spread the knowledge of our State’s history,
and no other opportunity for carrying on this work
equals that offered by the shelves, and especially
the tables, of our public libraries. The Historical
Records Survey has compiled a list of such libraries
in Florida, on which there are one hundred thirtyeight. In addition there are sixteen college libraries
and one hundred forty high-school libraries. Thirtyfive of these public libraries subscribe to the
Quarterly.
The directors of the Society ask you to consider
giving the Quarterly to one or more of these one
hundred public libraries which are without it. Or
perhaps our high-school libraries would have a
greater appeal to you, for their students study Flor151
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ida history. Most of the back numbers of the
Quarterly are still available and a file in addition
to a subscription would be a valuable addition to
their libraries. Giving the Quarterly to a public
library is one way-and a way that must bring results-of your sharing in the work the Society has
undertaken. Most of these libraries are unable to
subscribe, some are under-privileged in every way.
Nowhere else would a copy of the Quarterly be so
freely read as on their tables; and there is the possibility that the chance reader in many cases would
uncover in himself an interest in our State’s history.
An excellent beginning has been made in the carrying out of this idea by Mr. W. M. Buchanan of
Tampa who has given Quarterly subscriptions to
ten Florida libraries. If desired, the editor would
be glad to select under-privileged libraries and inform them of your donation. There is no implied
obligation to continue the subscription.
*

*

*

Another method of making a contribution to the
Society’s work is to give memberships to your acquaintances who are interested in Florida’s history,
more especially to those who might become interested. Mrs. Alfred I. duPont of Jacksonville has
thus generously given memberships to ten Jacksonville prospects.
*
*
*
A L ETTER

OF

F ERDINAND

AND

ISABELLA

By far the oldest document in our library, and
one of the most interesting, is a letter written in
1492 (shades of Columbus and America!) signed
by King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain
(likewise recalling Columbus) which has recently
been given to the Society by Mr. George A. Zabriskie
152
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of New York and Ormond Beach, one of our contributing members.
Mention was made in the last Quarterly of the new
home of the New York Historical Society. Mr.
Zabriskie, its treasurer for the past ten years, had
a large part in that expansion. Our members will
be interested to know that he is now president of
that Society. He has long been outstanding as a
collector of books and manuscripts, and as an amateur in book-finishing. In the business field he is
an executive or director in numerous corporations
of the flour industry, and was flour administrator
during the World War. He is a past president of
the Sons of the American Revolution in the State
of New York.
The letter is dated at Borgia, August 12, 1492, and
contains directions to the Spanish commander-inchief Don Juan de Ribera on the frontiers of Navarre in connection with the annexation of that
province. If you have read, in Librarian Marchman’s report above, of the Society’s new fire-proof
safe, you will know where to find this treasure.
*
*
*
M AJOR G EORGE W. C ALL

One of the first of Florida’s officers of higher
rank to be killed in action in the Civil War was
Major George W. Call of the Second Florida regiment, whose death quickly followed that of his
colonel, George T. Ward. A portrait of Major Call
has been given to the Society’s library by Mr. E. J.
L’Engle. It comes from the papers of the late Dr.
John C. L’Engle, and has this notation in his handwriting :
Major Geo. W. Call . . . probably 1855-1860 . . . as I recollect
his face then. Killed at the battle of Seven Pines, May 31,
1862 . . . Edward L’Engle and I had Major Call’s body brought
off the battle field on Sunday June 1 and taken to the Arlington
Hotel and from thence buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Richmond.
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Ex-president Joshua C. Chase has been elected a
trustee of the Camden (‘Maine) Historical Society,
where he has a summer home.
*
*
*
C ENTRAL F LORIDA M EETING

AT

M OUNTAIN L AKE

Our librarian and corresponding secretary, Mr.
Watt Marchman, was invited to speak on the work
of the Society before the Rotary Club of Lake Wales
on September 12. Also, he told them of plans for
our regional meeting at Lake Wales in February
next. The complete program for this meeting
(February 9, 10) will appear in the January
Quarterly.
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